[Cytomegalovirus infections in patients after liver transplantation: determination of risk groups].
The goal of this study was to identify high-risk groups for cytomegalovirus infection after liver transplantation. Sixty-one patients were evaluated. Twenty-five patients (41 percent) had infection. Among the 16 patients who were seronegative for the virus before transplantation, 11 received a liver graft and blood products from seronegative donors and none of them developed infection. All seronegative recipients of a liver from seropositive donors (5/5) developed primary infection. Among the 45 patients seropositive before transplantation, 20 developed a cytomegalovirus infection, whatever the donor serologic status. The incidence of symptomatic reactivation or reinfection was high (14/20), and, for 12/14 of them, associated with early acute rejection. Two high-risk groups of patients, eligible for cytomegalovirus prophylaxis, were identified: seronegative recipients of seropositive donors and seropositive recipients with early acute rejection.